Debating U.S. History                Westward Expansion Stations                 Student Handout

Perspective Journal

Step 1: Choose your character: Circle the character whose perspective you will be writing from throughout this unit.
Alonzo is a white farmhand moving from the western part of Virginia to Nebraska. He has a wife and three daughters. He has always dreamed of owning his own land and not working for anyone else.  In Virginia, Alonzo was unhappy because he was paid so low; he had to compete with free slave labor. Alonzo also wanted to leave the slave-owning South because he felt slavery reduced the humanity of both slaves and their owners. While looking forward to starting his own farm, the family is scared of encountering hostile Native Americans in the West.

Addy is a female slave from South Carolina. She is known throughout the county as a great cook and lots of guests come to the house for dinner. While in the house, she hears her owners and their guests talking about the news of the day. She has secretly learned to read and write from a fellow slave. She is intrigued by reports from the West about people getting their own land, yet she feels sympathy for Indians taken from their land just as her great-grandmother was taken from Africa.

Black Wolf is an elderly member of his Cheyenne tribe. He is angry to see so many white men moving into his territory. He learned English while trading with the British, but feels that settlers are changing his way of life. Also, he does not trust the American government’s promises because of numerous treaties broken in the past. He has heard about how Americans treat their slaves and thinks that this is a sign of moral weakness in white culture. 

Step 2: Write about the following events from the perspective of the character you chose.

NOTE: There is space for the first entry on the back of this page. The rest of the entries must be on your own loose leaf paper).
Entry #1: Manifest Destiny: Was expanding westward America’s Manifest Destiny? Write a diary entry that explains whether your character thinks Westward Expansion was meant to be. Describe one event that supports your opinion and explain if it was positive or negative. You must define Manifest Destiny and include at least 3 details about the event.

Entry #2: Mexican-American War: Was the United States justified in its annexation of western territories and war with Mexico? Write a diary entry that explains whether your character agrees with U.S. actions in the war. In your entry, you must include an explanation of both sides of the argument with 1 piece of evidence for each side.
Entry #3: Slavery & the South: Why was slavery so important to the South?

Write a letter to a family member describing, from your character’s perspective, the role of slavery in the South. Make sure to include 4 details about the living and working conditions of the enslaved and how the enslaved resisted control.

Entry #4: Sectionalism: How did westward expansion increase tension between the North and South over slavery?

Write a diary entry from your character’s perspective that describes how westward expansion is connected to sectionalism. Your entry must include a definition of sectionalism as well as a description of the Missouri Compromise.

Each journal entry should: 

· be written in 1st person from your character’s perspective

· clearly explain your character’s perspective on each event and why they feel that way

· be grounded in the time period (no references to cell phones, internet, electricity)

· use details from class (information from videos, documents, lectures) to clearly explain

· answer the guiding question that is in bold 
Entry #1: Manifest Destiny: Was expanding westward America’s Manifest Destiny? Write a diary entry that explains whether your character thinks Westward Expansion was meant to be. Describe one event that supports your opinion and explain if it was positive or negative. You must define Manifest Destiny and include at least 3 details about the event.
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